Matter No.: 06975-1 64001 Page 2 of 10 

Applicant(s): William Houghton 

POLLING INTERACTIVE TELEVISION VIEWERS 



I CONTENT ! 230 
i PROVIDER 




285 

1 



250 x 



INTERNET 
SERVICE i 
PROVIDER ; 
i /HOST i 



273 



■255' 



PROGRAMMING 
DISTRIBUTION 
SERVICE 



-i SET TOP BOX 



i 215 265 

V \. 



i CABLE 
i COMPANY 



205 



280 



VIDEO 

DISPLAY 

DEVICE 



210 



200 



FIG. 2 



Matter No.: 06975-164001 Page 3 of 10 

Applicant(s): William Houghton 

POLLING INTERACTIVE TELEVISION VIEWERS 



TUNER 



DEMODULATOR 



315 330 
^301 





AUDIO 




DECODER 



39 



SMART 
CARD 
READER 



I 



365 



HARD 
DRIVE 




V 



DECRYPTING 
UNIT 



340 \ 326 



VIDEO 
DECODER 



320 



325 



PROCESSOR 



I 



DATA 
DECODER 



I 



GRAPHICS 
PROCESSOR 



327 



328 



SYSTEM BUS 



329 



I L J 



370 



371 372 373 374 375 376 

6 6 6 6 6 6 



I 



FLASH 



EE 
PROM 



SRAM 



DRAM 



363 362 



361 



360 



300 



210 




205 



REMOTE 



381 



380 



FIG. 3 



8 t 




O 
LO 
CD 
CD 
CO 
CL 



CO 

or 

LU 
> 



a a) 



U i 



u 



0-J 



5* 



O 

C/) 



jafiojjuoo 




Matter No.: 06975-164001 D 0 I 

Applicant(s): William Houghton 96 8 of 10 

POLLING INTERACTIVE TELEVISION VIEWERS 



800 



JZ 



804 



Host 



-806 



Set top system 



Prepare a set of polling 
requests 



Connect to a set top system 



<5D 



►(^ B40 J) Send set of polling requests 

T 



i to the 
set of polling requests 



Evaluate responses to the 
set of polling requests V _ ^ 



Prepare a new polling 
request based on 
evaluation of the responses 




830 J Connect to host 



<^8M^) 



~"g5Q "N Receive set of polling 
requests 



Complete polling requests 



~~Q70~~~*\ Transmit responses to the 
set of polling requests 




Display particular content 



Fig. 8 



o 
o 

CO '■■ 

:! s !co 

c m 

,-©■- 

CD ^;;l= 

o .9 □ 

a So 
2 < a. 




o 



E 



